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ray will be seen for miles: this is an apt
analogy to the European blackout. Free-
dom may have been a neglected tradition in
France, Liberalism a worn-out creed, cor-
rupted by Capitalism, reduced by reaction,
abandoned by treachery and cowardice.
Still, it is no small event that Nazism, at
the head of its mechanised columns, has been
able to make its triumphant entry into the
City of Light, where every street from the
Place de la Bastille to the Arc de Triomphe
is a page of history and every stone has its
glorious tradition. Well, indeed, may Hitler
boast that he has mastered and smitten
pluto-democracy in one of its capitals.
Moreover, France had also been a great
European Power and a world Power of the
first rank. After the last war she was the
dominant Power on the Continent. She
revealed the intrinsic weakness of her ruling
class when she was unable, at Versailles, to
build up a durable European order or, after
Versailles, to maintain even the doubtful
order she had helped to create. At Munich,
when she sacrificed her Eastern allies to the
German drive for conquest, she abdicated
her European position. Still she maintained
what seemed a tremendous military power
as well as a wide-flung Empire. It is no